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Bennington

Memoriam

one of its best-known and most respected

lost

died at Monadnock Community Hospital on Memorial

A Bennington native,

Day

...

citizens in

after

1997. Gladys E.

NewhaU

a period offailing health.

Gladys was the daughter ofOlin and Eileen (Harrison) NewhaU. she was

educated in Bennington and Hillsborough schools and attended Simmons College and Boston
University.

During World War U, she served

in the

US Army

as a nurse

and was

stationed at Walter

Hospital in Washington, DC. She was a nurse in Peterborough schools and served the

Reed

Town and

area as a Selectperson and as a member of the Conval School Board.

She was a member of the Brown-Knight VFWPost and a past President of its Auxiliary. She was
also

a member of the American Legion, Antrim. Long

sister

Peg donated

dedicated, she

the land to

made an

current basketball court

interested in youth activity, Gladys

the Town of Bennington on which, in 1990,

additional gift of land at that

and youth

site in

soccer field facilities.

and her

NewhaU Youth Field was

1995, permitting development of the
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TOWN OFFICERS
MODERATOR
Term Expires 1998

James G. Dodge

SELECTMEN
Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 2000
Term Expires 999

James W. Geary, Chairman
John J. Cronin, III
Terry D. Schnare

1

TOWN CLERK
Term Expires 1998

Valerie Germain

TOWN TREASURER
Joyce

L.

Term Expires 1998

Miner

TAX COLLECTOR
Denise

P.

Appointed

French

ROAD AGENT
Appointed

David Blanchard

LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Virginia

Term Expires 2000

Young

Elaine Barrett, Resigned
Patricia

Lise

Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1999

Oh

Lemieux

FOREST FIRE WARDENS
Appointed by Selectmen

Robert Horn, Warden

Dominic Collemacine. Deputy

Mark Chase, Deputy
Allan Wilson, Deputy

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
Term Expires 2000

Joseph MacGregor

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator

Douglas Mooney

Harvey Goodwin

Barbara Varnum

Robyn Manley
Robert Wadleigh

SOLID WASTE COMMITTEE
Appointed by the Selectmen
Stephen Chase

Phil

Germain

John Paradise

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Term Expires 2002
Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 2000

Dawn A Bond
Darlene

McKenney

Victoria L. Turner

TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Term Expires 1999
Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 2000

Francesco Carrara

Roy Johnson, Chairman

Mae

Lizotte

OFFICER OF HEALTH/WELFARE
Appointed

Barbara Huntley

CHIEF OF POLICE
Appointed

C. Stephen Campbell

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Appointed

William B. Reid

CEMETERY TRUSTEES

Jill

Young

Stephen Chase,

Term Expires 999
Term Expires 2000
Term Expires 1998
1

Philip Traxler

Jr.

WATER & SEWER COMMISSIONERS
Term Expires 2000
Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1999

Thomas Carr
Roy Johnson
David Rochford

NEWHALL PARK BOARD
Appointed by Selectmen

Term
Term
Term
Term

Peter Martel

David Parker
Joyce Desaulniers
Brian Whittemore, Alternate

FIRE

Expires 1999
Expires 2000
Expires 1998
Expires 1998

DEPARTMENT
Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1998

Dominic Collemacine, Chief
Timothy Attridge, First Deputy
Mark Chase, Second Deputy

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Appointed by Selectmen
Gretchen Hutton

Deborah Belcher
Deborah Page
Susan Seneschal, Chairman

Richard Page
Terry Schnare, ex-officio

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Appointed by Selectmen
Terry Schnare

Peter

Read

Richard Verney

HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMITTEE
Appointed by Selectmen

David Blanchard
John Cronin

Stephen Campbell

William Reid

TOWN WARRANT
The

To

the inhabitants of the

Town

New Hampshire

of Bennington in the

You are hereby

qualified to vote:

State of

notified to

day of March, next at eight o'clock

in the

meet

To choose

2.

Shall the

all

necessary

Town amend

Town

in said State,

on Tuesday, the tenth

forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:

Note: The casting of absentee ballots will begin at

1.

County of Hillsborough

at the Fire Station

p.m.

1

The

polls will close at 7 p.m.

Officers for the year ensuing.

the organization of

its

Department through appointment by the

Fire

Selectmen rather than election of its Chief and other Officers as authorized under RSA 154:
IV, the change in method of selection not to take effect until one year from its adoption?

3.

Shall the provisions for voting by Official Ballot

under

4.

RSA

Town amend

Shall the

on

all

issues before the

Town

of Bennington

and certain other questions?

40: 13 be limited to election of officers

the action taken at the 1997

Town Meeting (Article 6), instituting the
Town Report, to a requirement

practice of printing invoice and property tax listing in each

same information be included

that this

5.

Shall the

Town

in

every

Board on November

in

a cul-de-sac, as

of Marshall Bennett, and approved by

14, I988' 7

Town to raise and appropriate the sum of forty-seven thousand seven
hundred dollars ($47,700.00) for the purpose of constructing a new Highway Department

Shall the

Garage

7.

Road and terminating

a subdivision plan entitled Subdivision Plan

the Planning

6.

year of the Report

accept as a public highway, and assume responsibility for maintenance of

"Merrill Drive", so-called, beginning at Durgin

shown on

fifth

at

Shall the

the Transfer Station''

Selectmen appoint

a study

builders, painting contractors

caring

foi

committee of not more than 7 people, including

and members of the

and restoring the exterior of the

recommendation

to the

Selectmen prior

Town

I

local

listoncal Society to study options for

Hall?

to next years'

The committee
Town Meeting

shall present a

Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of six thousand eight hundred twenty-five

dollars ($6,825.00) for the purpose of replacing the present front overhead doors of the
Fire Station'

Shall the

1

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of two thousand two hundred dollars

($2,200.00), for the purpose of siding the Town's Fire Station, that portion currently faced

with cement block,

in actual brick.

This amount represents one-half the

total cost for the

work; the other half to be paid from previously appropriated Fire Department Funds

encumbered from

10. Shall the

Town

the 1997 Budget?

raise

and appropriate the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars

($2,500.00), to purchase a video camera for use in the Police Department's primary cruiser?

1 1.

Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of six hundred

fifty dollars

($650.00), to

purchase a bulletproof vest for use by the Police Department?

12. Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of five thousand two hundred forty-four dollars

($5,244.00), to continue tree and limb

work

at

both Sunnyside and Evergreen Cemeteries; to

rebuild the tool shed at Evergreen Cemetery and to complete cement and masonry work,

primarily at Sunnyside Cemetery?

13. Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate

its

share, the

sum of five thousand seven hundred

ninety-eight dollars ($5,798.00), to perform water testing, gas survey monitoring and the

mowing of grass

at the Landfill, all as required

by the post-closure agreement with the State

of New Hampshire; the costs of which are borne by Antrim, Bennington and Francestown?

14. Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00) as

its

share

of 1998-99 programming for Project LIFT (Fuller Public Library, Hillsborough) which
provides literacy services and materials to Bennington residents over 16 years of age?

Town (1) raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000.00), to be
added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund (2) to authorize withdrawal from that
Fund such funds as are necessary, not to exceed the amount of thirty-five thousand dollars
($35,000.00) for purchase of a replacement of the one-ton truck 9

15. Shall the

8

Town

and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), to
Reserve Fund (2) to authorize withdrawal from that Fund
of such funds as are necessary, not to exceed ten thousand one hundred dollars

16. Shall the

be added to the

(1) raise

Mower Capital

($10,100.00) to purchase a

17. Shall the

added

for use

on

Town lawned

areas 9

Town

to the

18. Shall the

mower

raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand
Sewer Department Capital Reserve Fund?

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of two thousand

dollars ($5,000.00), to be

five

($2,500.00), to be added to the Water Department Capital Reserve

19. Shall the

to

Town

raise

hundred dollars

Fund 9

and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00),

be added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund?

20. Shall the

be added

21. Shall the

added

Town

and appropriate the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00),
Truck Capital Reserve Fund

Town

to the

22. Shall the

raise

to

to the Forest Fire

raise and appropriate the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00),
Rescue Van Capital Reserve Fund?

Town

raise

be

to

and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000.00),

to

be added to the Highway Department Equipment Capitai Reserve Fund?

Town

and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000.00), to be
Reserve Fund, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen
to withdraw from that Fund such funds as are necessary (not to exceed $32,000.00) for
purchase of a 1998 replacement Explorer cruiser?

23. Shall the

added

24. Shall the

added

1997

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of four thousand dollars ($4,000.00)

to the Library Capital

25. Shall the

added

raise

to the Police Cruiser Capital

Town

to the

raise

to

be

Reserve Fund?

and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000 .00) to be
trust fund created by the

Bridge Maintenance Fund, an expendable general

Town Meeting?

26. Shall the

Town

raise

and appropriate the sum of two thousand nine hundred and eighty-

three dollars ($2,983.00) to replace the obsolete tank level receiver/controller located at the
Fire Station 9

Town

and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by
amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant, for the purposes
set forth therein, totaling seven hundred forty-two thousand five hundred ninety-one dollars
($742,591.00)? Should this article be defeated, the operating budget shall be seven hundred
fifty-three thousand eight hundred fifty-one dollars ($753,851.00), exclusive of special
articles, which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action
of the Town or by law or the governing body may hold one Special Meeting, in accordance
with RSA 40: 13 X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only?

27. Shall the

raise

special articles, the

Warrant Article #27 (operating budget

article)

does not include warrant

articles

6 through 26,

inclusive.

Given under our hands and
hundred and ninety-eight.

seal this seventh

day of February,

in the

year of our Lord nineteen

Board of Selectmen
New Hampshire

Bennington,

A true

copy of Warrant

-

Attest
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
"Another drawback to our receiving the Jul! benefit of our expenditure of
school money, is the condition of our school houses, especially in District
Nos.

may

1

and 2. The home of the scholar through

the poverty

be poor and mean, but his school house should

economy have such

of the parents,

be, never. Is

it

not

bad

houses!' are they not repulsive rather than inviting?

And

a general time of health, how may of our scholars
were absent from school from disease engendered in the school room. Are
not these school houses verily nurseries of fevers and consumption, where
the germs of disease are sown in the system that may never be eradicated.
during the past winter

in

While neighboring towns are waking up to the importance of this subject,
we lag behind, content with these old relics of ignorance and

shall

parsimony. The wise
than

is

meet, but

it

man

hath said, "There

tendeth to poverty,

" is

is

that

which withholdeth more

as true in regard to school houses

as any other subject.

Awake,

then, to the

importance ofyour highest

interest;

inconvenient buildings are given place to more tasteful
structures, let not the school house, the

and while your
and commodious

most important of all, be the

last to

share in the work of renovation"

That excerpt, on dusty, yellowed and wrinkly parchment,
fathers

and mothers by Superintendent John

H

is

taken from an

1

869

report to Bennington

Fleming.

by way of contrast, the Town's cover story of 1997. construction and opening of the new
The Selectmen respectfully salute all of the people, in and out of educational ranks, who
made this new facility possible. We'd like to believe that it was indeed just the kind of parental concern
Mr. Fleming was rallying for in 1875 that brought the new Pierce School about. We join you in the hope
It

highlights,

Pierce School.

that in the

year ahead

will figuratively

it

and

literally

become

a focal point for citizen involvement in both

school and town affairs.

In the

"you-pay-for-what-you-get" world of the 1990's; a

tax rate to

pay for

And

it

new school should be followed by

there will assuredly be an increase as

bond repayments kick

in,

a jump in the

beginning as

early as 1998, but the Selectmen proudly note that we've been treated (for the second year in a

another dip

in the rate,

almost

10%

over 1996 As Municipal managers,

claim the credit for the drop. The reality

is that,

School District portion of the budget. Nevertheless,

who

brought about the

1

we

-

close to

hail

996 revision

it

row) to

tempting for the Board to

just as school costs account for

our taxes, so are they also responsible for the decreases

and persuasive few

it's

most of the increases in
from the

68% of this year's decline came

and we congratulate, again, the persistent
School Formula.

in the

determination, there is a facet of our - and your and for which town leadership can take credit. The municipal
budget is developed entirely by Department Heads and the members of the community's Committees,
Boards and Commissions for the second year in a row. the dollar requests of these people to run their

Acknowledging

the School's

dominance

in tax rate

financial balance sheet within our control

actually decreased

- the programs which constitute Bennington's operating budget - has stabilized or has
The demand for legal service is a fair example. It has gone from $29.000 in 1995

(actual expenditure

$139,500) to $20.000

respective programs

in

1997

to a requested

11

$8.000

in

1998.

1

and special project funding may result in taxpayer approval of
next two years. Department Heads and volunteer leadership are to be congratulated
on stabilizing operating budget requests.
Although requests for

budget increases

capital reserve

in the

Bennington has conducted and paid for two studies over the past twenty months which taxpayers should
of. The first was a computerized Inventory and Assessment of Road Surfaces in Bennington. It
was conducted by the Technology Transfer Center. UNH. It's purposes included, in addition to the

be aware

Town road; to prioritize maintenance and
choose maintenance or repair methods appropriate to each condition category;
(3) to determine unit costs for these methods and to establish long-range work and budget plans. The study
found that 24% of our roads were in need of rehab or reconstruction and that our current capital
inventory,

( 1

to

)

determine and document the condition of each

repair requirements; (2) to

improvements budget is inadequate to meet needs for surface maintenance. In response to the Survey
findings, the Road Agent has asked for additional funding in 1998 and has devised a plan, utilizing a range
of options, for holding or improving road surfaces.

The second study

is

by

actually funded

Antrim, Francestown and Bennington.

the
It's

member communities of the former Tri-Town

Landfill

-

purpose was to determine the quantity and type of mineral

resources remaining in the 86-acre tract purchased by the three towns in 1977 as a landfill. Planners in
three

towns have long recognized

loam

deposits.

that the

The Study, completed

non-used acreage

this fall

in the tract

all

contained valuable gravel, sand and

by the Bedford engineering firm Dufresne-Henry

only sited and quantitated the volume of each kind of soil available, but

it

Inc.,

not

also contains a design and plan

for removal of the nearly one million cubic yards of marketable gravel and sand
consumption rates, that's a plus 100 years supply.

there.

At current

Equally as important, the survey will provide the three towns with a database from which a plan for
extraction can be designed which will insure equitable distribution between the three communities and

from which a design for systematic reclamation of the mined-over acreage can be established.

While

it

may

not be apparent to the average citizen, two other time-consuming problems were resolved or

brought closer to resolution

in

1997. In concert with Pierce School construction, the Selectmen, Chief

Campbell, Dave Blanchard and others have put together a

and Route 47.

Some
is

It

flow pattern for Main

traffic

Street,

Route 3

followed extensive negotiations with officials of the State Department of Transportation.

results are already evident.

We're convinced, for example,

a safety success. Public response to the rearranged

enthusiastic. Still in the field test stage,

Bennington Garage

will

improve

this

we

also

hope

Main

that the stop sign at the

St. /Francestown

that the restructured

Route

3

1

junction

Rd. intersection has been

Route 3

1

pattern around the

long-standing traffic and safety hazard in the center of Town.

The second problem apparently resolved

in

1997 goes back a

full

decade.

The owners of the former

Bennett Subdivision (Merrill Drive), Primary Bank, came to an agreement with the Selectmen in April of
this year,

providing the funds necessary for completion of Merrill Drive in accordance with

Town

road

Bank to sell the remaining lots in the Development while providing
the residents there with access to their homes over a safe road surface. You will have an opportunity to
vote on acceptance of the Drive as a Town roadway on March 10. The Selectmen strongly urge that you
specifications.

The decision allows

the

vote yes.

Nothing would give
that the

this

Board of Selectmen greater pleasure than

Crotched Mountain Ski Area has been sold and

Regardless of appearances on the
persistent effort to get the Ski

the

same

potential buyer

-

one

site,

there

Area back on

who

is

that

it is

cause for hope.

its feet.

to

announce

-

at

any time

in the

year

As Selectmen, we continue

a quiet but

Negotiations are entering the eighteenth

month with

has presented an engineering and a financial plan for reopening the

Area.

12

-

reopening.

We cannot

interfere with these

communities. Nevertheless,

Every community
in or

beyond the

sometimes delicate negotiations nor can we intercede

we

likes to think

And we

will persist.

repeat

...

there

is

in the affairs

of other

cause for hope.

of itself as on the move and there are a half dozen ideas/endeavors

that are

talking stage:

"Welcome to Bennington" signs became a reality in October, a citizen concept
come to fruition
...planning is underway to make Dodge Library handicapped accessible, it's grounds and
landscaping more appealing
...by summertime, the Fire Station will have a new face and, with voter support, siding

...the

and painting

will follow

...up for a vote, for the

on the Town Hall

second time, will be a proposal for a new Highway Department

Garage
...action is

expected soon on broadening the programs offered by the Recreation

Commission, and,
...Bennington

is

in the spring,

of improving facilities at Whittemore Beach
trial program which will provide us with a second

currently engaged in a

full-time Police Officer, trained at the State Police

Academy under Town

auspices in

exchange for a two-year employment commitment to the community
...the Town Clerk's office has been certified for distribution of license plates, a service
requested frequently over the past few years.
Bennington's biggest problem has yet to be addressed
communities, are witnessing the erosion of the volunteer and
volunteer leadership base necessary to keep much of what we strive to do - and, in some cases, that which
we are legally obliged to do - functioning effectively. We lack aggressive volunteer involvement in the

In the Selectmen's view,

with any real success.

Planning Board, the

and despite our

We,

ZBA,

like

most

efforts,

sister

the Recreation

Commission

-

in fact,

almost any entity you can name.

every resident, regardless of age, experience or political persuasion to

known

to us.

We will

We close by

thanking

place to call

home

in

find a place for

all

you

of you, and there

make your

We urge

interest/willingness

to serve.

are too

many

to recite,

who have

1997.

Jim, Terry, John

13

helped to

make

this

a good

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
61 So. Spring St., P.O.Box 1122
Concord, NH 03302-1122
(603) 271-3397

MS-6

BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF

BENNINGTON

Appropriations
for Fiscal

and Estimates

Revenue

of

for the

Ensuing Year January

1,

1998

to

December

1998

31,

or

Year From

IMPORTANT.
1.

Please read P.SA 32:5 applicable

Use

this

form to

list

operating budget and
2.

Hold

3.

When

clerk,

Date

N.H.

at least

all

to all municipalities.

the entire budget in the appropriate

special

and

individual warrant articles

one public hearing on

this

recommended and not recommended
must be posted

to the

This

means

Department of Revenue Administration

Another copy must be placed on

file

with the

at the address above.

FERH IIARY 9. 1998

\SE SIGN IN INK)

THIS

the

budget.

completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the wanant.

and a copy sent

area.

BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT

14

town

Budget

Aoct.l

-

Town of

BENNINGTON, NH

MS-6

Budget

aewt.l

-

Town of

BENNINGTON. NH

MS-6

6

Budget - Town of

BENNINGTON. NH

MS-

SPECIAL WARRANT ARTICLES**
Special warrant articles are defined in RSA 32: 3, VI, as appropriations 1) in petitioned warrant
appropriating to a separate fund
articles;
3)
2) appropriations raised by bonds or notes;
or 4) an appropriatior.,'
created pursuant to law, such as capital reserve funds or trusts funds;
designated on the warrant as a special article or as a nonlapsing or nontransferable article.

1

J

aootl

6

#

Budget

Acct

.

-

Town of

BENNINGTON, NH

MS-

1

Budget - Town of

Aoo t

.

BENNINGTON, NH

MS-6

Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public

Accountants

45 Market Street
Manchester, New Hampshire 03101
(603) 622-7070
FAX: 622-1452

Board of Selectmen

Town

of Bennington,

We
year ended

New

Hampshire

Town of Bennington, New Hampshire for the
accompanying Form F-65 (MS-5), in accordance with
Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of

have compiled the financial statements of the

December

31, 1997 included in the

Statements on Standards for
Certified Public Accountants.

Our compilation was

limited to presenting in the form prescribed

Department of Revenue Administration, information

that

is

by the

the representation of

New

Town

Hampshire

Officials.

We

have not audited or reviewed the financial statements referred to above and, accordingly, do not express
an opinion or any other form of assurance on them.

The

financial report,

New Hampshire

Form F-65 (MS-5),

is

presented

in

Department of Revenue Administration which

accordance with the requirements of the

differ

from generally accepted accounting

principles. Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those

who

are not informed about

such differences.

%[J»,

l

0tL,t(2h
t

January 22, 1998

21

F-€5(MS-5)

forij.
(7-10-97)

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION

30 3 006 004 000 00 0.0000 1250

BENNINGTON TOWN

CHR BD SELECTMEN
GENERAL DELIVERY
BENNINGTON, NH 03442-9999

ANNUAL CITY/TOWN
FINANCIAL REPORT
R.S.A. CHAPTER 21 -J

(Please corre ct any error In name, address, and ZIP Code)

State of

New Hampshire

of Revenue Administration
Municipal Services Division

Department

PO Box

1122

Concord, NH 03302-1122
Telephone: (603) 271-3397

GENERAL FUND

Revenues and expenditures for the period - Specify
January 1 1 997 to December 31,1 997

-

-

,

OR
July

A.

REVENUES

-

1,

199_to June

30,

199_

Modified Accrual

Amount

Account
No.

Revenues from taxes

1.

a.

b.

(a)

(commitment less overlay
Plus lin e 6, column C, page 12)
Taxes assessed for
Property taxe

school

i$

districts

3110

3120

d.

Resident taxes

3180

e.

Yield taxes

3185

f.

Payments

in lieu

g.

Other taxes

h.

Interest

(Excluding line 1b)

17,307

3189

(Explain on separate schedule)

46,740

and penalties on delinquent taxes

TOTAL

1,611,103

3186

of taxes

I

i.

$

4933

1,175,624

Land use change taxes

c.

(b)
|T01

j

r*l

i

GENERAL FUND

(Continued)

BH

GENERAL FUND

(Continued)

GENERA-FUND
B.

1

EXPENDITURES
.

-

(Continued)

Modified Accrual

General government

Account

Total

Equipment and

No.

expenditure

land purchases

(a)

(b)

(c)

E29
a.

4130

Executive

b.

flection, registration and

c.

d.

e.

$

G29

57,180

4140

9,751

Financial administration

4150

42,677

Revaluation of property

4152

Legal expe nse

4153

2,764

f.

Personnel administration

4155

59,001

g.

Planning and zoning

4191

vital statistics

2,181
E31

h

General government building

i.

Cemeteries

G31

9,579

4194

G89

E89

4,787
G89

E89
j

k.

Insurance not otherwise allocated

16,369

4196

Advertising and regional association

4197

Other general government

4199

G89

E89

m.

TOTAL

$

4,079

Construction
(d)

| GENERAL FUND

(Continued)

GENERAL FUND
B.

EXPENDITURES

8.

Health

a.

Administration

-

(Continued)

Modified Accrual (Continued)

Account

Total

Equipment and

No

expenditure

land purchases

Construction

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

HH GENERAL FUND

(Continued)

Sin

GENERAL FUND

(Continued)

HH

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET As

of

Please specify the period

December

31,

1997

OR June

-

30,
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A.

RECONCILIATIONS

RECONCILIATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY
1

.

School district liability at beginning of year
(Account number 2075, column b, on page

9)

may be used to provide the detail requested whenever "Explain" or "Specify" is found.
space is needed, please add extra pages using the following format. Please show the
and the total for each.

This page
additional
detail

If

u

£

|

PartlX

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET

.

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET
D.

SALARIES AND

.

(Continued)

WAGES

Total

Report here the total salaries and wages paid to all employees of your city before
deductions for social security, retirement, etc. Include also salaries and wages paid to
employees of any utility owned and operated by your government, as well as salaries and
wages of city employees charged to construction projects. These amounts may be taken
from the W3 form filed by your government for the year ended December 31.
E.

wages

paid

$248,557

CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT END OF FISCAL YEAR

Report separately

for

each

deposit and investments

of the three types of funds listed below, the total

amount

of cash on

hand and on

Federal Government, Federal agency, State and local government, and
non-governmental securities. Report all investments at par value. Include in the sinking fund total any mortgages
and notes receivable held as offsets to housing and industrial financing loans. Exclude accounts receivable, value

and

of real property,

all

in

non-s ecurity as sets.

Type

Amount

of fund

end of fiscal year
Omit cents

at

(a)

Bond funds

-

(b)

Unexpended proceeds from

sale of

bond issues held

pending disbursement
All

$687,542

other funds except employee retirement funds

CENSUS USE ONLY
CERTIFICATION
This

is to certify

official

that the information contained in this report

records and

is

complete

to the best of

was taken from

our knowledge and

belief.

Signatures of a majority of the governing body:

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Three copies of this report are sent to each municipality. Selectmen, treasurer and tax collector are
expected to cooperate in making out this report. When completed, one copy should be returned to
the Department of Revenue Administration and one copy should be placed in your municipal
records. The third copy is for use in preparing the annual printed report for the voters.

Please be sure you have completed Part

IX,

WHEN TO

*

For cities/towns reporting on a calendar year basis,
report must be filed on or before April 1

*

For cities/towns reporting on an optional
(year ending June 30),

FILE: (R.S.A. 21 -J)

items A-E.

must be
September 1

this report

WHERE TO

FILE

filed

fiscal

this

year basis

on or before

Department of Revenue Administration
State of New Hampshire
Municipal Services Division

POBox

1122
Concord, NH 03302-1122

Page 19

FORM F-6S (MS-5) (7-10-97)
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MS-2

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
P.O. BOX 1122
CONCORD, NH 03302-1122
PHONE (603)271-3397

REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS ACTUALLY VOTED
(RSA 21-J:34)
DATE OF MEETING:
TOWN/CITY:

Bennington

Mailing Address:

FAX

#

#:

588-2189

;

588-8005

19 97

COUNTY:

Hillsborough

7 School Street, Unit 101

Bennington, NH

PHONE

April 8,

03442

E-MAIL:

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATIONS VOTED
(To be completed After Annual or Special Meeting)

This is to certify that the information contained in this form, appropriations actually
voted by the town/city meeting, was taken from official records and is complete to the best
of our knowledge and belief.

GOVERNING BODY (Selectmen!
Please sign in ink.

Failure to file within 20 days after each meeting at which
Penalty:
appropriations were voted may result in a $5.00 per day penalty for each
day's delay (RSA 21-J:36).
(Rev.

1997)
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#

MS-2
ACCt

.

MS-2
ACCt.

#

MS-2
AOCt.

#

TOWN OF BENNINGTON
Fiscal

Year Ended December

31, 1997

GENERAL ACCOUNT
Beginning Balance, January

1,

1997

360,683.05

$

Receipts

2,482,021.49

Disbursements

(2

Ending Balance, December 31, 1997

$

r

470 779.04 )
r

371,925.50

CONSERVATION FUND
Beginning Balance, January

1,

1997

December 3 1 1 997
Ending Balance, December 31, 1997
Interest

Earned

to

$

3,821.43

$

3,916.70

95.27

,

HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Beginning Balance, January

1,

1997

Earned to December 3 1 1 997
Ending Balance December 25, 1997
Interest

$

1,184.68

$

1,214.22

$

246.82

$

252.99

$

456.78

$

462.49

Joyce

L.

29.54

,

SAWYER PARK
Beginning Balance, January

1,

1997

Earned to December 31,1 997
Ending Balance December 3 1 1 997

6,17

Interest

,

WELCOME SIGN
Beginning Balance, January

1,

1997

December 31,1 997
Ending Balance, December 31, 1997
Interest

Earned

5,71

to

Miner,

Treasurer
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Town
Fiscal

Motor Vehicle Registrations

Clerk's Revenue Report
Year Ended December 31, 1997

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
P.O.BOX 1122

CONCORD, NH

03302-1122

(603) 271-3397

CITY/TOWN

Bennington

SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
TAX YEAR OF

COUNTY

Hillsborough

IN

1997

CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contamea in this report was taken from official records and is correct
the best of our knowledge and beliei.
RSA 21-J:34

.

.

Seleccmer.

cc

,

August 27 .,..1997
:n

Ink!

REPORTS REQUIRED RSA
Administration

Return

this

You may

may

require

21 -J. 34, as amended, provides for certification of valuations, appropriations, estimated revenues and such other information
upon blanks prescribed for that purpose

completed Summary Inventory form

duplicate Page 5 for each district

to the

Depl of Revenue Administration. P

whose valuation

differs

O

Box

from the TowuCity valuation

PENALTY: FAILURE TO FILE BY SEPTEMBER
FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY. (RSA 21-J:36)

1st

1

122. Concord.

please note the

NH

03302-1 122 by September

name of the

district at the

Department of Revenue

1st.

top of each Page 5 provided

Thank you

MAY RESULT IN S5.00 PER DAY PENALTY

NOTE: PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE INFORMATION ON PAGE
IF APPLICABLE) OF THIS REPORT.
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as the

3

AND 4 (ALSO PAGE

5,

Name of Municipality:

BgrUUnqtOn

Name ofMunicipalirv

—asiuirnqttr

Name

of Municipality

)

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Services Division
Concord, N.H.
03302-1122
1997 Tax Rate Calculation
Town/City of: BENNINGTON

Tax
Rates

Appropriations
Less: Revenues
Less: Shared Revenues
Overlay
Add:
War Service Credits

821,188
419,721
19,978
40,103
7,950

Net Town Appropriation

429,542

Special Adjustment

Approved Town/City Tax Effort
Municipal Tax Rate
School Portion -Due to Local School
Due to Regional School
1,175,624
Less: Shared Revenues
59,099
Net School Appropriation

429,542
7.03

1,116,525

Special Adjustment

1,116,525

Approved School(s) Tax Effort
School(s) Tax Rate
-- County Portion -Due to County
105,324
Less: Shared Revenues
4,514
Net County Appropriation

18.28

100,810

Special Adjustment

100,810

Approved County Tax Effort
County Tax Rate

Combined Tax Rate
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less: War Service Credits
Add:

Village District Commitment

(

s

Total Property Tax Commitment
-- Proof of Rate --

Net Assessed Valuation

61,085,933

Tax Rate

Assessment

26.96

1,646,877

TOWN OF BENNINGTON
TAX COLLECTORS REPORT
Fiscal Year

Ended December
1997

UNCOLLECTED TAXES 01/01/97
Property Taxes

Taxes
Onset Road Assessment

Yield

31,

1997

1996

TOWN OF BENNINGTON
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

SUMMARY OF TAX
Fiscal Year

LIEN

ACCOUNTS

Ended December

31,

1997

TAX LIEN ON ACCOUNT OF LEVIES:
1996

Unredeemed Liens January

1,

1997

Liens Executed 1997
Interest

1995

PRIOR

$112,96310

$72,61568

$9.604.79

$19,62175

$95,322.84

& Costs Collected
$1.732.15

After Lien Execution

$2.806.72

Overpaid Tax Lien

TOTAL DEBITS

$97,054.99

$122,567.89

$95,044.15

$15,12354

$44,21296

$57,229 92

$1,73215

$960479

$19,51827

REMITTANCE TO TREASURER
Redemptions
Interest

& Costs

Abatement

of

After Lien Execution

$351 55

Unredeemed Taxes
$4,00808

$5,63661

$7,50646

Unredeemed Tax Liens
December 31. 1997

$76.191.22

$62.761 98

$10.789 50

TOTAL CREDITS

$97,054.99

$122,567.89

$95,044.15

Liens

Deeded

to Municipality

Respectfully Submitted

Denise

P.

French

TAX COLLECTOR
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WATER & SEWER FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year

Unpaid Balance January
Charges:
Water Usage
Water Interest
Shut-off Notice

1,

Ended December

31,

1997

1997

$4,331.27

$43,618.44
$309 94

Fees

Sewer Usage
Sewer Interest

$140 00
$21,566 12

$18251

TOTAL CHARGES

+

$65.81701
$70,148.28

Abatements Granted
Water
Sewer

$38 33
$35.28

TOTAL ABATEMENTS

$73.61

Receipts To Treasurer

$64.41815

Unpaid Water/Sewer At
December 31, 1997

$5,656.52

Respectfully Submitted

Denise

P.

French

TAX COLLECTOR
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Fiscal

Year Ended December

31. 1997

LOCAL TAXES FOR CURRENT YEAR
$1,483,343.17

Property
Interest

&

Penalties

LOCAL TAXES FROM PREVIOUS YEARSc
Property
Interest

1,845.51

8.364.38

Yield

and Penalties

Yield

Onset Road Assessment

Tax Liens Redeemed
Tax Lien Interest/Penalties

WATER DEPARTMENT
SEWER DEPARTMENT

TOWN CLERK REVENUE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE
Shared Revenue
Highway Block Grant
Water Pollution Grant

MERRILL DRIVE SETTLEMENT

INTERFUND TRANSFER

FEDERAL GRANTS
VA/SMOCTA
STATE GRANT FOR RADAR

TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES
INTEREST EARNED ON DEPOSITS

TRANSFER FRON SCHOLARSHIP

INCOME FROM COMMUNITY FUNDS

DIVIDENDS/REFUDS

1

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
Fiscal

Year Ended December 31, 1997

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Selectmen Salaries

$

Administrative Assistant

2,250.00

29,657.17

Part-Time Office Support

9,869.94

Moderator Salary

20.00

Telephone

2,313.42

Computer Support
Xerox Machine Rental
Dues & Subscriptions

2,1 14.85

2,566.54

591.00

Advertising

486.37

General Supplies

392.25

Office Supplies

1,341.03

Postage

2,674.45

Miscellaneous Expenses

208.00

Mileage

137.50

Town Meeting Police Coverage
Printing 1996 Town Report

140.00
l

r

865.50

Total Executive Office

ELECTION & REGISTRATION
Town Clerk
Deputy Town Clerk
Dues

Town
Town

$

9,744.32

$

43,062.38

1

55.00

320.0

& Periodicals

1

Municipal Agent

62.00
20.00

Supervisors of the Checklist

225.00

Conval Supervisor Salaries

180.00

Advertising

83.89

Supervisor Office Supplies

48.75

Ballot Clerks

192.00

Election Printing

654.50

Election Meals

72.61

& Registration

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION
Refunds - Town Clerk

80.50

$

Auditing Services

3,800.00

Assessing

2,475.00

Tax Collector/Bookkeeper
Tax Collector Dues
Tax Collector Fees

28,682.47
35.00
1

,095.44

750.00

Treasurer's Salary
1

$

97 .40

Clerk Office Supplies

Total Election

56,628.02

6,759.16

& Subscriptions
Clerk Books

$

6143.97

997 Overlay
Total Financial Administration
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JUDICIAL

& LEGAL EXPENSE

General Legal Support
Total Judicial

$

4,141.12

& Legal Expense

$

4,141.12

$

59,001.37

PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION
Health Insurance

$

Dental Insurance

34,228.96
2,305.76

FICA

12,493.25

Medicare

3,599.99

Retirement

5,734.22

Unemployment Compensation

639.19

Total Personnel Administration

PLANNING & ZONING
Recording Secretary

$

3

293.70

Photo Services
Dispatch Services

5,028.00

Equipment/Training Supplies

3,571.93

729.67

Office Supplies

17.57

Postage

Maintenance/Repair of Equipment

700.48

Gasoline

2,890.26

Vehicle Repairs

2,3 1

1

1

.

417.13

Books/Periodicals

Uniforms

1,950.09

Miscellaneous

412.20

Education/Safety

31052

Total Police Department

ANTRIM AMBULANCE
FIRE

$

3,000.00

$

1,000.00

$

79,462.56

$

3,000.00

$

30,641.79

$

750.00

$

79,449.32

DEPARTMENT

Fire Chiefs Salary

424.31

Telephone

1,743.04

Dispatch Services

1,802.42

Supplies
Fire Fighter

Emergency Calls

4,498.00

Training

2,069.60

Lease of Radios

4,327.00

Equipment Replacement
Radio Repairs

4,973

.

1

465.04
353.08

Gasoline

2,911.00

Vehicle Repairs
Electricity

1,530.09

Heating Oil

2,427.10

Building Repairs/Maintenance

2,117.98

Total Fire Department

BUILDING INSPECTION

$

750.00

$

55,037.01

GENERAL HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Highway Laborers Salary
Telephone
Lease of Pager

456.50

Drug/Alcohol Testing

325.00

2 2 7 42
.

840.81

Electricity

Heat

& Oil

2,585.21

210.12

Building Maintenance/Repair

3,878.00

Supplies

355.58

Street Signs

72.65

Equipment Maintenance/Repair

4,

Gasoline/Oil

5,919.25

Vehicle Maintenance/Repair

4,002.47

Miscellaneous

1,439.30

Total General

Highway
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1

HIGHWAYS & STREETS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Program Supplies
Conference/Fees

TOWN OF BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

TOWN OFFICE HOURS
588-2189
Monday

Town Hall

-

9:00 a.m.

Thursday
-

4:00 p.m.

Tax Collector

Available during Town Hall office hours

Town Clerk

Tuesday 9:00 a.m.- noon
Thursday 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - noon

MEETING SCHEDULES
Selectmen

Every Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.

Planning Board

Second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

Library
Trustees

Second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m
in the Library.

Water & Sewer
Commissioners

First Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Conservation
Commission

Second Wednesday of each month at
7:30 p.m.

Cemetery
Trustees

Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

LIBRARY HOURS
588-6585

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

9:00 a.m. Noon - 8:00
Noon - 5:00
4:00 p.m. (staffed by

6:00 p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
6:00 p.m.

volunteers)

RECYCLING/TRANSFER STATION HOURS
588-3407

Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1:00
3:00
9:00
1:00

p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

-

5:00
8:00
5:00
5:00

63

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

FROM EARTH GRADERS....
TO FIRST GRADERS...
THE NEW PIERCE SCHOOL- 1997

Between Groundbreaking ceremonies October
ceremonies held on December

10,

10, 1997, Pierce

remarkable transition. Construction crews went

1996 and dedication

School went through a

down 28

feet to reach

and more than 10,00 cubic yards of fill
were moved in before foundation work could begin. The photo montage
above depicts several stages in construction of a building which incor-

the right base for the footings

porates a state- of the art heating/circulation system, a doubling of
available classroom space and an All-Purpose

Room

school recreational and Bennington Public activities.

Photo Credit, Chief Steve Campbell

available for

1997 G.KP. Dodge Library Financial Report
Trustees Operating Account
'

Cash on hand 1-1-97

RECEIPTS

from:

1372.87

LIBRARY
This year was another record breaking year for the library, with ever increasing numbers of registered
patrons, inter-library loan activity, circulation numbers, and a stellar attendance for the

program. There have been a

of changes

lot

this year.

Tarrio resigned after being with us for eight years, Elaine Barrett resigned after
trustee, Patricia

Oh

replaced Elaine and

is

now

summer reading

Melissa Putnam added Kelsea to our family, Chris

treasurer,

and we

lost

1

5 years as a library

some wonderful supportive patrons

because of death and relocation.

we had an outstanding number of inter-library loan requests, and for the first time had a number
of requests made to us from other libraries. Inter-library loan is a state wide program made possible by the
New Hampshire State Library. All the materials loaned are moved around the state in \tens owned and

This year

operated by

NHSL

Antrim Library.

It is

of materials

we

that

The van

that services

Antrim and Bennington arrives on Friday mornings to the

an incredible system, works very well and helps to provide our patrons with a variety

could never afford to collect. Keeping current and maintaining accreditation

requirements allows us to participate.

We very much

missed having the weekly Pierce School

to their arrival again in the fall. In the

visits to the library this year,

meantime we did keep

in

Bennington by having Small Beginnings School, and our youngest citizens

Monday mornings Throughout
summer reading program.

the year

we have

and looked forward

touch with other young patrons of

who

are not yet in school, in on

also had special holiday programs, and the well attended

we formed a building committee to investigate the possibility of putting in a handicap accessible
bathroom and entrance. After interviewing architects recommended to us by other libraries who are
currently going through the same process, the committee recommended that the Trustees hire Tenant and
Wallace out of Manchester. Architect Tom Wallace has been working on our project, and we have been
very pleased with their choice. Tenant and Wallace have done a great many library renovations and new
library buildings. Their strength is in putting additions onto buildings that strictly follow the style of the

This year

original building, so that the look

of those buildings

is

unchanged.

this year was a lot of fun. Linda Osienski and Debi Belcher, inspired and
and his space vehicle on our front lawn. We were the envy of all other libraries.
Unfortunately this summer's tornado crippled the craft, and for the remainder of the program our alien was
grounded because of duct tape problems. We again broke records with attendance this year, and with

Our summer reading program
talented, landed an alien

numbers of pages read by Bennington

readers.

We continue with our fifth year of Project LIFT.
either the

Bennington or Hillsborough

libraries.

Anyone interested in being a student or a tutor, contact
The coordinator for Project LIFT is Martie Majoros out of

the Hillsborough library.

We would again like to

thank

all

of our very generous volunteers and patrons who have donated

books, periodicals, newspapers, audio cassettes, videos, computer programs, compact discs, money,
craft supplies, posters, raffle donations, expertise, flowers, story time reading, program assistance,
baking, raking, pruning, trimming, shoveling, trash removal talent, labor and time. Thank you to all
Sunday Volunteers, who have generously given up 2 hours of their Sundays to keep the library open

the

for our patrons.

Thank you,

too, to all those Great

Brook students who think of us when they

are looking

We have been fortunate this year, as we have in years past, to have so many
patrons willing to give to the library. We are proud to write that the list of those who contribute to the
for

community

service time.

well-being of our library has grown very long.

69

For several years, our neighbor, the Bennington Country Store, has donated the rewards and incentives
for the summer reading program. Great Brook Veterinary Clinic has provided us with funds from their

summer reading program supplies, and the Bennington Garage
summer reading program story books, and for the food and beverages used for the

rabies clinic to help pay the cost of the

has paid for the

program specials throughout the

year.

Please remember our absent patrons; Gladys Newhall, Jerry Waller and Patricia Kyte, by checking out the
memorial books we have for them in the library. They were generous and dear friends to Bennington and
to our library, and we miss them very much.

We invite all of Bennington's citizens to join us,

and help us with our endeavor to make the Dodge Library
of New Hampshire, and to help us with our mission to raise money to create a
library that is accessible to all, and one that can provide all of our residents with the information,
technology and leisure materials that 2 1 st century will have to offer.
the

most used

library in all

Respectfully submitted,
Leslie S.

MacGregor,

Librarian

RECREATION COMMITTEE
The Recreation Committee would like to
out or, if you have an idea or suggestion,

take this opportunity and ask that anyone interested in helping
to please let us

know.

The annual Fishing Derby went very well and we even had cooperation from

the weather.

Thank you

to

Bruce Edes and the Bennington Fire Department.
League, once again under the direction of the coaches, did very well. All of the coaches should be
applauded for teaching our children the importance of good sportsmanship.
Little

The Haunted Hayride did not happen

this

year due to not having enough volunteers, but

we are hopeful

it

will return in 1998.

The

childrens Halloween Party went very well and, as usual, decorating

We sponsored a "glow bowling"

night at the

Bowling Acres

in

pumpkins was a big

hit.

November and had almost 50 people

in

attendance.

This year

at

Christmas, the Christmas Party was returned to Pierce School with the arrival of Santa.

At the time of this

Sawyer Park, a skating area

writing, at

is

being

made - thank you Gary Graham and

Fire Department.

At

this time,

we would

like to

thank

all

the volunteers for their time.

Respectfully Submitted,

The Recreation Committee
Susan Seneschal, Chairperson
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the

POLICE DEPARTMENT
am

I

still

once again happy to say

it

the transition of personnel.

constant concern.

I

and two part-time
Officer

August
agreed

am happy

has been a good year for the Police Department.

However,

I

have also come to realize

to say that the

new year

My biggest concern is

that in a small

will start off with a full staff;

town that turnover is a
two full-time officers

officers.

Osman "Oz" Ozkan was hired as a part-time officer on May 28, 1997 and as a full-time officer on
He will be going to the academy from January to March 998. The good news is he has
to stay for at least two years after graduation. On October 9, 1 hired Phil Marcellino, from
8th.

1

Francestown, as a part-time officer and on October 30, Louis Chatel, from

New Ipswich, was hired as a

part-time officer. Both Officer Chatel and Officer Marcellino have police and medical backgrounds.

of these three individuals are very community and people oriented.

Town and I hope
to

work

in

they will be around for a long time.

now

it

will

be better

1997 was

in

less than in

know

We had two losses in

Peterborough and Officer Belanger resigned to work

The turnover of personnel

I

1996 and

I

in

am

Each

they will be an asset to the

1997; Officer Nelson resigned

Francestown.
sure with the staff of personnel

we have

in 1998.

of changes made to the Police Station in 1997. Changes include the following: painting of
up new ceiling riles, refinishing of the floor, buying matching chairs, having new Police
Department signs made, putting up new window blinds and building of a new fingerprint cabinet There is
also a Town tapestry displayed on the wall. I invite everyone to stop by and see the new look

There were a

lot

the walls, putting

The Police Department also received a new radar unit for the second cruiser. Just as a reminder, one-half
of the cost was through a grant Because the Town passed a Warrant Article last year, the Police
Department is now the proud owner of a new computer system. In addition we purchased two new
portable radios.

Some of my

goals for 1998 are:

-Improvements on hours worked, maintaining stability in personnel and ensuring
performing in a professional manner and are happy to be doing the job

officers are

-Purchase of a new cruiser (replace the Ford Explorer with a new one)
-Purchase a video camera for the primary cruiser
-Improve on the organization and maintenance of files, supplies and evidence

—Have more community
The following

some

are

policing contacts

statistics for

-Criminal Cases

296

-Juvenile Cases

-Calls for Service

140
1270

-Motor Vehicle

1301

In addition, court

police activity for the year:

appearances, animal complaints, mutual aid requests, community policing contacts and
all we had about 4096 police contacts in 1997

administrative actions totaled approximately 1089. In

I

have been Chief almost two years and

I

think the people are great

I

still

hope

I

to

love the job and position.
be here for a long time.

still
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I

enjoy working

in

Bennington and

I want to thank you for your support. We are committed
you with professional and courteous police service. We are here to protect and serve, so
please do not hesitate to contact us if you need anything.

On

behalf of everyone in the Police Department

to providing

The door

is

always open so please stop by, even

if

it

is

just to say hello.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Campbell,

Chief of Police

72

)

BENNINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Bennington

Historical Society has just

completed our 15th year;

we have accomplished many

significant projects:

Appraisal of the

1

Town

Collection

2)

Writing and publishing the Pictorial History

3)

Purchase of a Main Street

4)

Moving

museum

the former pest house and renovating

Adoption of the

5)

lot for the

Town

building

it

into "our

museum"

Square, including the purchase of granite curbing for the rear of the

lot,

and

yearly plantings of trees, shrubs and flowers

Having an afghan made showing the historical buildings of Bennington
sale at $49.95, two or more are $40.00 each.

6)

in

blue and cream cotton.

These are for

One of our new

projects

Hill

write a complete town history. Debra Thomblad, of the Villager, has started
town government. The committee includes Arnold Cernota, David Sysyn, Ellen

is to

writing the chapter on the

and David Glynn.

The Museum Collection received several new items during the past year, we need more space and have
voted to build an addition to our museum. Ron McClure, one of our trustees, is working on the design and
plans. We thank one of our summer residents and society member, Pearl Walker, who generously gave
$10,000 to

start

our building fund.

We lost,

on Memorial Day, one of our honorary and founding members, Retired Lieutenant Colonel
Gladys E. Newhall. Gladys spent 35 years serving in the Army and Army Reserve. Gladys held several
town government positions, including Selectperson and School Board member. Gladys was one of the
largest landowners in the town; she and her sister Peg LaClair donated the land for the Newhall Youth
Field

A

We will miss her.

major change took place

in the

town center with the new addition to the Pierce School. The school,
site of the Adams Tavern, which was destroyed by

given by Colonel and Mrs. Pierce, was built on the

The

in 1915.
hall;

it is

fire

nicely designed and landscaped addition includes classrooms, a library and a multi-function

a building to be proud of.

The parking square

in the village

has been revamped into part of Cross Street. Originally the land was

War Monument, paid for by public subscription, was placed there and
The monument was moved to the town square in front of the Congregational

called victory square and the Civil

dedicated on

Church

in

May

30, 1903.

1949.

One of our Selectmen was up

for re-election in 1997;

The Lobsterman Restaurant was sold to
is nice to have two excellent restaurants

Jerry Willis
in

John Cronin was

and

re-elected.

after renovation

was opened

as the

Red Maples.

It

town; best of luck to both Red Maples and to Joseph Cuddemi's

Alberto's.
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The cemetery vandalism in Bennington made the news in both the St. Petersburg Florida Times and the
Boston Globe. It is a shame for Bennington to have such a black eye. I hope the vandals are caught and
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. Buried in the Sunnyside Cemetery are soldiers from the War of
1812, the Civil War and other conflicts. The cemetery is hallowed ground and should be treated with
respect by

all.

We welcome new members to the Historical
us

all

new

work together

to

signs that appear

the Firemen,

is

Society and invite

make Bennington a better

on the town

line roads say

installed at the Fire Station

-

place to live
it

all -

all

in.

to join us in our

ongoing

projects. Let

We should be proud of our town; the

"Welcome

to Bennington".

The same

sign, a gift

of

Thank You!

Respectfully submitted,

David A. Glynn, President
Bennington Historical Society

HEALTH AND WELFARE
I am pleased to report that the year 1997 went smoothly. We stayed within our budget and our elderly and
needy are well cared for. Fuel Assistance opened up earlier than in previous years and Rent Assistance has
been minimal. The Visiting Nurse - Home Health Care case load has been heavy, likewise Meals-onWheels. These programs make it possible for most of our elderly to remain independent in their own

homes.

Many thanks to
other

Father Bedard and St. Patrick's Parish for the Thanksgiving Dinners, along with
good people who contributed toys, food, "goodies" and help at Christmas.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Huntley
Overseer of Public Welfare,
Health Officer
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all

the

BENNINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Bennington

Fire

Department responded to 150 calls in 1997. Of these, there were 67 rescue, 9
27 motor vehicle accidents, 17 mutual aid calls and 26 miscellaneous calls.

structure fires, 4 brush fires,

In

1997

we have

also put a 1984
fires.

As

taken on

more new members, both on

the Fire Department and

on our Explorer

Post.

We

GMC 4x4 brush truck into service, completely equipped to handle our calls for brush

previously reported,

we have purchased

a

new pumper/tanker and

expect

its

arrival in late winter

of 1998.

The Fire Department itself has received some cosmetic work - the apron area was repaved, thanks
Highway Department, and a "Welcome to Bennington" sign was erected on the lawn.
In closing, all the

Townspeople

members of the Bennington

for their help

and cooperation

Fire

to the

Department and Explorer Post would like to thank the
We look forward to serving you in 1998.

in 1997.

Thank You,
All Members, Bennington

Fire

Department

BENNINGTON FIRE EXPLORERS
Fellow Citizens of Bennington,

We have completed another productive year as fire explorers The Post has put on numerous fund-raising
events including car washes and a spaghetti supper. We would like to take this opportunity to thank our
advisors, Lieutenant Joseph O'Brien and Assistant Fire

devoted to our post. Also, a big thanks goes to

Chief Mark Chase, for

their

their families for their generosity to

numerous hours
allow them to attend

cannot finish this letter without a huge thanks to Fire Chief Nick Collemacine and the rest
of the Bennington Fire Department members for their support Our Post is now 9 members strong and we
have been very productive as a group Our members are: Kristen Belcher. Karen Belcher, Tim Carr. Tim
Clow, Chrissy Elliot, Kristie French, Micki Trumpower and Dave Robbins. These members have given
our functions.

I

ounce of patience and respect in my term of Captain. As finish my last year as an Explorer.
would just like to say that the Fire Explorer Program is one of the best programs for teenagers can think
of. I have learned respect, communication with others, teamwork and most of all community relations; not
can think of only one
to mention all the fire fighting tactics As look back on my two years on the Post,

me every

I

I

I

I

I

thing wrong:

we

should have started earlier
Respectfully submitted.
Brett French, Captain

Bennington Fire Explorers
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The
Hill

Highway Department started in April with work on the lower part of Gillis
and the intersection of Switzer Road. Gravel was added and culverts extended.

construction season for the

Roads were then swept and sand picked
Irrigation

was

installed

Work began on

up, and spring grading

on the Common, as well as granite curbing.

the Fire Station, involving excavation of old

graded and compacted. The Brox Paving Company,
the

was done.

pavement and it's base. Then new gravel was
of our patronage, paved it at no cost to

in appreciation

Town.

Merrill Drive through an agreement with Primary Bank. The Town road was brought up
and paved. Paving was also done on Knighdand Road, Pierce Road, Balch Farm Road and
North Bennington Road. Parts of North Bennington Road were raised in order to cure the flooding
problem in the spring. Drainage and ditch work was done on Old Greenfield Road.

Work began on
specification

Once again

this

year the Selectmen and the Budget Committee have

the replacement of the

Highway Garage.

Highway Department with one
garage

is in

I

location in which to store

need of costly repairs and upgrading and

The Selectmen

will appoint a

Committee

recommended a Warrant

Article for

urge your support of this Article as this will provide the

to advise

is

all

equipment, parts and

tools.

The

current

too small for our needs inside and out.

them of the best use of the current Garage.

Respectfully submitted,

David Blanchard, Road Agent
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to

SOLID WASTE
Those who lead

Town Departments/Committees/Commissions traditionally

Report to record changes

in their

operations during the year

Your Solid Waste Management Committee
to think that

we

MANAGEMENT

didn't

need

to; that the

didn't

-

make many

Station can stand

on

use this section of the

as long as those changes are

its

good

alterations at the Transfer Station;

record

-

Town

ones.

we'd like

a quiedy efficient part of

Bennington's public services.

There was one change
nights.
yet.

So

Many
...

we

bring to your attention.

residents have found

you're

welcome

it

convenient;

to Friday service

Waste hauling costs increase each

year,

and

-

The

Station

many

is

open from 3 p.m.

others, we're sure,

may

to 8 p.m.

on Friday

simply not be aware of it

3-8 p.m.

that is reflected in

our budget, of course.

We remind you that

those increases are on a controlled and fixed schedule, undeT the terms of the ten-year agreement signed in

1996 between the Selectmen and Waste Management of New Hampshire. The increase is $2.00 a ton, a
which will still place Bennington in a solid position, compared to our sister communities, even in

figure

the year 2006.

Final figures

on the tonnage of waste disposed of in 1997 shows a very

slight decrease

from 191.84 tons a

year ago to 191.18 tons this year. This decrease indicates that recycling efforts by the Bennington Transfer
Station and citizens are working well to keep recyclables out of the waste stream. The following composite
list

indicates the items the Bennington Transfer Station has recycled over this past year:

Recycled Item

OCC (Cardboard)
and mixed paper

Any

5.

material which in the opinion of the Transfer Station Attendant constitutes a

serious hazard to other users

of the

facility, to

the property of the

Town, or

the

operation of the Transfer Station.

We are pleased to report that the Bennington Transfer Station was selected by the State Department of
Environmental Services as a model

facility for

We extend our gratitude to Lester Foote,
at the Station.

time to

make

a meeting of solid waste/recycling personnel in June.

Mike Cook, Adam Perry and Matt Blanchard

Other thanks to Dave Blanchard and Duffy Fox

who

for their

contribute a portion of their

good work
Highway

things tick.

Steve Chase, Chairperson,
Philip R.

Germain

John Paradise
Solid Waste

Management Committee

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Conservation Commission continued work as a monitoring body. The monitoring includes review of
applications on issues that would have an impact on the local environment. These include such things as
gravel excavations, timber cutting and any development project that has the potential to impede water or
change the character of our landscape.
a particularly precious resource in the town of Bennington. Through the viewing of maps and

Water

is

visits,

water resources and wetland issues are monitored.

The Commission remains committed

to education

of our young and we hope

to

site

be able to once again send

one of our youth to an environmental camp experience.
Fieldwork to establish exactly where our town boundaries run is an ongoing project and sometimes
adventure. We urge citizens owning land along a town boundary to accompany us on our trips.

A focus in the coming year will be to identify
good

to ensure

good

lands that would be appropriate to conserve for the public

water, allow recreational access

and protect the environmental beauty of our town.

We thank all those who have participated in our journeys and cooperated with our programs.
Respectfully submitted,

Bennington Conservation Commission
Jon Manley

,

Chairman

David Barrett
Peter Eppig
Bruce Edes
Joseph MacGregor

Dennis McKenney
Terry Schnare
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PLANNING BOARD
of the usual "administrative" functions, i.e. sub-divisions and the like, this has been a pretty slow
which is actually very good from the Town's perspective, since the absence of significant growth

In terms
year,

helps to stabilize our tax

rate.

however, the Board has been quite busy: that is the matter of regulating gravel excavation
Town. For the first time, we actually have a set of gravel regulations, which must be adhered to by
anyone applying for a permit. This is important for several reasons. First Bennington does have
significant reserves of gravel, and in the future (as a result of a change in state law) the commercial
removal of gravel may be taxed by the Town. At the same time, this gravel performs a vital task in that it
acts as a giant filter to ensure the purity of the water in the Town's acquifer; thus it is hardly a resource we
wish to squander. In addition, gravel operations bring with them a host of other issues, such as safety,
In another area,
in

noise, aesthetics, restoration, etc.

future

We are now in a position to set standards and maintain control of the

of any gravel operation.

A good example of the way

in which this works took place recently during a Public Hearing on the
of the Quinn Brothers for a permit on their operation just beyond the old Town waterworks on
Route 47. Abutters and Board Members expressed some concern over safety issues since their access road
(which is grandfathered) cannot readily be seen by vehicles coming down the hill from the ski area. In
response, the Quinn's agreed to remove and landscape the esker along Route 47 which currently blocks the
sightlines. The result should be safer and attractive.

application

We have been greatly assisted in all
Planning Commission;

been

of these matters by advice and counsel of the Southwest Regional
very closely with Carol Ogilvie from that office and her help has

we have worked

vital.

Frank Cordelle, Chairman
Peter Eppig, Vice-chair

Doug Wilk,

Secretary

Terry Schnare, Ex-officio

Tom

Carr

Gail Rochford, Alternate

Sue Seneschal, Alternate
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board was asked

to consider only

two cases

in 1997,

both as the result of denials from the Planning

Board.

on the request of Jerry and Janet Willis, who sought a variance from the Board to
facility on School Street, the one-time "Lobsterman Restaurant". The site failed
to meet the Bennington Zoning Ordinance requirements in regard to parking spaces. Following the Board's
February 1 3 Public Hearing, it was concluded, unanimously, that the variance request be granted.
In February, they acted

reopen a former restaurant

In October, the

Board granted a variance request sought by the Contoocook Housing Trust to allow the

former "Grange Hall", 7 Francestown Road, to be used as a two-family dwelling.

Board Chairman Harry Sewall submitted his resignation in October. The remaining members look forward
welcoming the ZBA's first two elected members following Town Meeting voting March 10.

to

member openings have existed on this Board in 1997 and will continue to exist in the year
Any resident interested and willing to serve is strongly encouraged to contact the Board by

Alternate

ahead.

contacting the Administrative Assistant at 588-2 189.

William B. Reid,
For the Zoning Board of Adjustment
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE
The Committee received

its first

formal commission by vote of the Board of Selectmen on October

8,

1997:

COMMISSION
Capital Improvement Plan Committee

October

8,

1997

The Committee shall consist of no fewer than five members and shall be appointed,
annually, by the Board of Selectmen. It will include a representative of the Planning
Board, the Chairman of the Trustee of Trust Funds, on ex-officio member of the
Board of Selectmen and no less than two members of the public at large.
The Committee will be responsible for the preparation, annually, of a recommendation
to the Budget Committee on all Capital Reserve Fund, expendable general trust fund or
similar long-term appropriations, exclusive

of those involving municipal water or sewer

services.

The Committee

will, annually, elect

a Chairman from

among

its

members, who

will

exercise the authority and perform the duties customarily associated with that office.

Department Heads are expected to attend meetings of the Committee as needed but are
members of the Committee.

not to serve as

to remind voters that it's guiding philosophy has been to (1) anticipate long-term
needs for major equipment/material projects, (2) establish Capital Reserve funds with annual minor
appropriations in each area of need identified, (3) develop reserves sufficient to preclude the need for a
major/catastrophic expenditure in any given year and (4) take advantage of earned interest on these
accounts; accumulated interest which, in most instances, can cover from thirty to thirty-five percent of the

The Committee wishes

actual purchase price

In

keeping with that philosophy,

Capital Reserve

Fund

in the

we recommended

in 1998, for

example, the reinstitution of the Fire Truck
is scheduled to begin service.

very year in which the Town's newest unit

Residents will have an opportunity to vote on each of the Funds in March. Purchases recommended for
1998 are a power mower (Highway/Recreation); a Police Cruiser and a one-ton Highway Truck.

Your suggestions

are always appreciated.

Joseph MacGregor, Chairman
Capital
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Improvement Plan Committee

ELECTION REPORT
The pace of elections slowed a bit in 1997. Four hundred and eighty-seven Bennington voters turned out
for the combined Town and School District voting day. Of these, twenty seven registered to vote that day,
proving once again that the new Same Day Registration system is working very well in Bennington. We
hope the trend continues Same-Day Registration allows new voters to register at the polls on voting day.
All they need to bring

a drivers' license or other proof of residency.

is

There are several changes
warrant articles

session of Town Meeting
articles will

to the process this year.

the polls,

at

be March

is

is in

The

Official Ballot Bill, allowing voters to vote

place, but the schedule has

February

7th.

The voting day

been moved back, so

to elect

town

officers

on

that the deliberative

and vote on warrant

10th.

Another important change will be that the Town Meeting will once again take place in Bennington at our
expanded downtown Pierce Elementary School. Many will be relieved not to have to leave town to
participate in our

own Town

Meeting!

This year, Bennington voters will be able to elect

members of the Planning Board and

the Zoning

Board of

Adjustment, a change which was voted in last year. There are many elected positions and a full slate of
warrant articles to vote on, making it as important as ever to come to the polls and do your part. If you
know you will be out of town on March 10th, or are not sure you can make the polling hours because of

your work schedule, make sure you pick up an absentee ballot from the
Last year

was

Town

Clerk as soon as possible.

the first year that Bennington voters used the Official Ballot to vote

on warrant

articles.

came prepared with sample ballots and information
provided by the town. The State Municipal & County Government Committee performed an exit survey
of towns (including Bennington) that used the Official Ballot last year. Most voters responded that they
Ballots were longer than usual, but Bennington voters

felt

sufficiendy informed and like being able to use the Official Ballot for voting.

The unsung
ballots.

who stayed
Many thanks...

heroes, of course, are the election officials and other volunteers

There was a

lot

more counting

to do,

and everybody pitched

in.

late to

count the

Copies of the Bennington Checklist are available on request for $10 in both paper and computer disk
forms. Registration cards on file and prior years' checklists are open to inspection during normal Town
Hall business hours.

You will

see a

new

face on the

thanks to Linda Osienski for
Finally thanks to everybody

balanced and

Board of Supervisors this
1996 & 1997.

year.

Welcome, Darlene McKenney. Also,

filling in in

who

votes, runs, volunteers, serves.

It

takes

all

of us

to

keep the process

fair.

Respectfully Submitted,

Supervisors of the Checklist,
Victoria Turner

Dawn

A.

Darlene
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Bond
McKenney

L.
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PIERCE SCHOOL PTO
Another year has gone by quickly

at

Pierce School!

new

We settled in comfortably at the Crotched Mountain

we knew it June was
upon us and it was time to say our good-byes. The Rehabilitation Center provided the students with plenty
of space to learn and play, beautiful views to enjoy, and swimming lessons were made available to our
Rehabilitation Center in Greenfield while our

school was being built and before

students at the center's indoor pool

While the construction of the new school was taking place, the PTO set its sights on fundraising with
of new playground equipment for our new school. In January, the PTO began planning a Penny
Sale which was held at the Great Brook Gym in Antrim on May 9th. Donations were collected from local
businesses and set up for display by volunteers while Pierce School students walked around displaying
visions

items and collecting tickets.

The Penny Sale turned out

to

be a huge success and a

lot

of fun

for those

who

attended!

In

June the Fourth Grade Banquet and Graduation was held

at the Fire Station.

The

Rehabilitation Center

end of the school year picnic for the Pierce School students and teachers providing food,
entertainment and lots of fun! There was a true feeling of community at Crotched Mountain
also held an

Rehabilitation Center
staff felt privileged to

a sense of goodness, of willingness to help, and of caring. The students and the
be part of the Crotched Mountain family. The memories will live in our hearts

-

forever.

Once school was

out, the teachers

1998 school year

in the

construction of the

new

new

once again packed up

their

classrooms anticipating the

Pierce School. Bennington residents watched throughout the

start

of the 1997-

summer

as

school neared completion. The students and parents were invited to an informal

so they could find their classrooms on the first day of school. The excitement and awe of
walking into a beautifully renovated and spacious new school was felt by parents and children alike. The
community was welcomed into the new Pierce School in October with an Open House and Dedication

Open House

Ceremony.

PTO organized a Community Yard Sale, which we would like to make into an annual
October also brought Mary Lyn Ray, an author of children's books, to Pierce School for a day, and
in the evening a pot luck dinner was held for the students and families of Pierce School. After dinner Mary
Lyn shared her book, Pumpkins, with the audience followed by a book signing. The PTO held its annual
Community Ornament Night in November in preparation for the Annual Craft Fair held the first Saturday
in December. On the day of the Fair, crafters filled the new multi-purpose room and beyond. A visit from
In

October the

event.

Santa,

who had

his picture taken with

many

excited children, gave an especially festive feeling to the day!

We are delighted to note that the Pierce School
Pierce School for the

first

time ever

in the

Christmas Program and Christmas Buffet were held

at the

new multi-purpose room!

of the Pierce School and our town. Thanks to all the parents, teachers. Town
and community members who give their time, efforts, and support to the Pierce
School. Your participation greatly benefits the children of our community as well as conveying a positive
example of community involvement.

The

PTO

is

a

vital part

Officials, businesses,

1997-1998
Pierce School

Claudia Sysyn
Val Germain
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PTO

Co-Presidents,

CONVAL SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
Thank you

your School Board Representative. The year has been

for the opportunity to serve as

full

and rewarding, and a tremendous learning experience.
Because of location

I

was

able to appreciate

first

hand the

effort

and coordination

that

went

into the

The teachers put in tremendous effort to make the transition
parents and students. The new building is working well, and has enhanced the

building of the "new" Pierce School.

smooth, both for the

downtown

We have had many compliments from our citizens,

and the citizens from surrounding
and its benefit to the community, and we are glad to once again
flying and our students back in Bennington.

area.

communities about the
have the flag

final product,

Congratulations to Joan Schnare and Pierce School for having received two donations of $10,000.00

from Muriel Bowker

for purchase

The northern

should be very proud of their Middle School, and their Middle School principal,

district

Rick Nanicelli,

We all

of furniture, books and equipment.

who was this year voted New Hampshire Middle

should be proud, too, of the excellent

letters

of support for the "lunch ladies"

School written by a few of our Middle School citizens here

Bennington students

and

athletic

who

School Principal of the Year.

are leaders throughout the district

in

Bennington.

at the

Middle

We are also proud of the

and are excelling

in the

music, academic

programs.

With the funding formula more fairly adjusted, and with the recent outcome of the Claremont
seems that the burden of paying for education is on the way to being more equitable. It will be
interesting to see where this will end up in a year's time. Certainly the discussion is lively.

Our

was the recipient of a grant from the Kettering Institute this
community forums, addressing issues and inviting speakers with

district

set-up

year. This grant will
specialties in

suit, it

be used to

community needs

and communication. Please keep an eye out for the meeting dates and try to participate. It is another
way to be involved with the education that your children are receiving, and a way to communicate what

you want

for their education.

Thank you to Mark Tazelaar for the six years he put in on the School Board. I certainly appreciate the
work he did for us, even more now that I am trying to fill his shoes. School Board representatives
spend many hours and days per week working to make the best environment and education available to
our children. It is a frustrating, complex and rewarding job.
I've
it

is

always known
evident to

me

how

important

it

is to

participate in your child's education, but

that every single parent

positive school experience. Stay involved,

now more

than ever

has tremendous import in whether or not their child has a
it

is

communicating with your classroom teachers,
and your School Board representative.

more than just voting once

a year.

It is

actively

principals, guidance counselors, nurses, superintendents

Joseph MacGregor

Bennington Representative
Conval School District
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TOWN OF BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MINUTES OF THE MARCH

15,

1997

TOWN MEETING

DELTBERATrVE SESSION
Session

of the 1997 Bennington

1

Town Meeting convened on

10:00 a.m. at the Great Brook Middle School in Antrim,

Saturday,

March

New Hampshire. The

15,

1997

at

Moderator,

James G. Dodge, called the meeting to order at 10: 15 a.m. The Moderator informed the voters
present that this Town Meeting would be significantly different from Town Meetings in the past
since the Town adopted Senate Bill 2 on March 12, 1996. The Moderator then proceeded to
review the rules and procedures for the deliberative session.

To be

two through twenty-six on the Town
would be voted on at the polls on April 8,
The Moderator will read each Warrant article and then seek a motion to move the article
on the floor for discussion. The Moderator will address whoever made the motion to

discussed

1997.

session were Articles

at this deliberative

Warrent. Article

1,

the election of Town Officials,

to get

it

move

the article to address that particular article, before

The only

actions to be taken at this deliberative session

it

is

moved

would be

to the floor for discussion.

to offer

amendments

to the

Warrant Articles and then have the voters approve or disapprove the proposed amendments.

Any amendments proposed must be submitted to the Moderator in writing. If an amendment is
approved by the voters today, then that amendment will appear on the ballot April 8th. Articles
4 and 5 cannot be amended per state statutes. If there are no amendments on any given Article
and

after all discussion is finalized, the

on the Official Town Ballot on April
All voting

on the Warrant

Articles will be voted

p.m.

on

articles, the

at the polls

The Moderator informed

due the extra time needed

The Town Meeting

8,

Moderator

Town

Officials,

on April

8,

1997

voters that the polls

to count

will otherwise

and

will then re-read the article as

it

will appear

1997.

tally the

and the Conval School District Warrant
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00

at the Fire Station

would be closing one hour

earlier than usual

votes from the three ballots.

be conducted as a business meeting per the rules and

regulations of Town Meetings as outlined in the state statutes. Motions to reconsider an article
will not

be accepted once discussion has moved on to another Article.

The Moderator noted
1997 relative

that the

Town

is

required to hold an informational hearing on

March

meeting today. This meeting

strictly

to the actions taking place at the

informational and will take place at 7:00 p.m. at the

any changes introduced today.

To

the inhabitants of the

qualified to vote:

of April, next
Note:

The

You

Town

Town

will

Hall reviewing the

be

25,

Town Warrent and

Discussions on the Warrant articles then ensued.

of Bennington

are hereby notified to

at eight o'clock in the

in the

meet

County of Hillsborough in said State,
on Tuesday, the eighth day

at the Fire Station

forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:

casting of the absentee ballots will begin at 2 p.m.

85

The

polls will close at 7 p.m.

1.

To choose

all

necessary

Town

Officers for the year ensuing.

The

results of the April 8th

elections are as follows:

Selectman

Town

-

John

J.

Cronin

III

Germain
Treasurer - Joyce L. Miner
Library Trustee - Virginia M. Young
Clerk

-

Valerie

Supervisor of the Checklist (5 yrs)
Supervisor of the Checklist
Trustee of the Trust Funds

-

(1 yr) -

Mae

-

Dawn

Bond
McKenney

A.

Darlene

A. Lizotte

Cemetery Trustee - Jill S. Ferry
Water & Sewer Commissioner for 3 yrs. - Tie between Thomas Carr and Roy J. Johnson*
*Note: On April 12, 1997, the tie was broken by the Town Clerk who flipped a coin in
the presence of Thomas Carr, Roy J. Johnson and James Dodge, Moderator. Thomas
Carr was determined to be the winner.
Water & Sewer Commissioner for Two Years - David P. Rochford
Nick Collamacine
Deputy Fire Chief- Timothy J. Attridge
2nd Deputy Fire Chief- Mark Chase
Fire Chief1st

When the

polls opened at 8:00 a.m., the Voter Checklist contained 858 names. During the day,
27 new voters were added to the Checklist. When the polls closed at 7:00 p.m., the Voter
Checklist totaled 885 voters. A total of 487 voters (55%) participated in this election.

The Deliberative Session Town Meeting was attended by 72
2.

Shall the

Town

raise

registered voters.

and appropriate the sum of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) for the
new Highway Department Garage and

purpose of construction and original equipping of a
authorize the issuance of not

more than

sixty

thousand dollars ($60,000) of bonds or notes

accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act

(RSA Chapter

in

33) and authorize

the municipal officials to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and determine the rate of
interest thereon; further raise

and appropriate the sum of fourteen thousand
first year principal and interest?

five

hundred eighty-

seven dollars ($14,587) for payment of the
Note:

Most of the

the current

discussion at the

Town Barn and

March

the land on

15,

which

1997 Deliberative Meeting concerned disposal of
A letter from David Glynn of the

it sits.

Bennington Historical Society was read regarding the Historical Society's desire to acquire the
site if the Town decides to vote for a new Highway Dept. Garage. The Historical Society would
take the garage

demolished

down

expense and build a gazebo to replace the bandstand that was
and provide additional parking for the downtown area. THIS IS NOT

at their

in the 1950's

AN ISSUE IN VOTING ON THIS ARTICLE. A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WAS
PROPOSED TO DEAL WITH THE EVENTUAL USE OF THE BARN AND LAND.
rationale for building a new Highway Garage includes ( 1 ) repairs, needed improvements and
upkeep of the Barn are costly (2) the location poses safety hazards with Pierce School youngsters
and traffic (3) relocation of a new building would save time and dollars by having all supplies

The

86

.

and equipment

The

in a single location (4)

waiting to build a

new town

cost of building materials increases every year and

barn will only increase

if the

town waits

to build a

new

one.

A TWO THIRDS VOTE IS REQUIRED FOR THIS ARTICLE TO PASS.
4/8/97

NO

YES - 278

RESULTS:

THE ARTICLE FAILED BECAUSE

3.

Shall the

Town

vote to

amend

its

-

1

84

DID NOT RECEIVE

IT

TWO THIRDS MAJORITY

present Conflict of Interest Ordinance as follows:

CONFLICT OF INTEREST ORDINANCE FOR THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON
Proposed Changes

I.

[No Change]

II.

Amended to

read:

DISCLOSURE OF POSSIBLE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:
Whenever any Officer has a

possible or potential conflict of interest as described in

Section V, with respect to any matter upon which that Officer

to

is

make

a decision,

either legislative or quasi-judicial, that Officer shall publicly disclose the nature

and

extent of the possible conflict of interest at a public meeting of the Board of which he

or she

is

a member, or in

some other

effective public forum; this information to be

duly recorded in the minutes.

III.

Amended

to read:

DISQUALIFICATION
Whenever any Officer has

a conflict of interest, as described in Section V, with

respect to a matter upon which that Officer

is

to

make

a decision in a legislative or

quasi-judicial capacity, that Officer shall be disqualified

{the

and

shall step

down.

second paragraph remains the same]

IV.

[No change]

V.

[No change]

VI [No change]

Add

a section that reads:

VII

CONDUCT
No
1

Public Official Shall:
participate in any hearing, debate, discussion or vote, or in any

otherwise attempt to influence the outcome of a matter

in

manner

which he or she has

an interest;

2.

utilize

information obtained

in

such capacity for his or her

87

own

personal

benefit or that of his or her clients or the clients of the organization with

which the public
3.

official is associated;

appear on behalf of a client before any governmental body of which the public
official is a

member

or

whose members have been appointed by the
official is a member;

governmental body of which the public
4.

accept anything of value from any person or organization
official

knows or reasonably should know that

of influencing the public
5.

the offer

is

when

the public

for the purpose

official's actions or decisions;

use his or her official position to influence or to attempt to influence any

governmental body to act
clients or the clients

in favor

of the public

official or the public official's

of the organization with which the public

official is

associated.

These amendments

shall take effect

upon passage.

Selectman Chairman, James Geary, informed the voters that the preceding amendment was sent
Town's legal council for review. In view of town council's legal opinion of the potential
legal problems with some sections of the proposed amendment, changes were recommended by

to the

legal council

3.

Shall the

and an amendment by the Selectmen was presented

Town

vote to

amend

its

to the voters as follows.

present Conflict of Interest Ordinance as follows:

CONFLICT OF INTEREST ORDINANCE FOR THE

TOWN OF BENNINGTON

Conflicts of Interest Described and Regulated

I.

[No Change]

II.

[No Change]

III.

[No Change]

IV.

RESOLUTION OF UNCERTAINTY; PROCEDURE: Whenever uncertainty
arises as to the application of Section

III

to

an Officer acting as a

member of a

upon request of that member or another member of the
Board, vote on the question of whether that member should step down. Any such
request shall be made prior to the commencement of any public hearing, or immediately following a disclosure under Section II, whichever is later. Such determination by the Board shall be advisory only and shall not be binding on the Board
member that is the subject of the vote. Any person(s) aggrieved by a Board member's
Board, the Board

refusal to step
priety of that

shall,

down

in

such an instance shall be entitled to pursue the issue of the pro-

Board member's

refusal in Superior Court.

V. [No change]

VI.

[No change]
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VII. In

keeping with

employed

at

RSA

3

1

any officer or employee

:39-a,

the time the ordinance

is

adopted

is

who

is

exempt from

in office or

who

is

provision for a

its

period not to exceed one year from the date of adoption.

Discussion ensued regarding replacing the petitioned

amendment with an amendment brought

A

few voters expressed concerns that the original petition
went too far in disclosing a potential conflict; meaning a person on a Town Board with a
potential conflict of interest would have to name the person he/she has the conflict with and the
forth

by the Board of Selectmen.

nature and extent of the conflict.
the original petitioned article

and

it

is

A reply from

the floor stated that a similar ordinance such as

currently in place in

has apparently not affected town business.

New Ipswich regarding the

was

NH Municipal

from a pamphlet which came from the

A voter from

It

disclosure issue

further stated the petition

was drawn

Association.

the floor questioned whether the Selectmen had an opinion

on the petitioned

article.

John Cronin replied by stating
client

in

cases a person must maintain the confidentiality of a

many

and the nature and extent of the

conflict, to violate this confidentiality

Geary addressed

the canons of Professional Responsibility. Jim

procedure to send the

make

Town Warrent to

legal suggestions.

followed.

A

Bill

Drescher,

Town

would be

to violate

the voters by stating that

it is

Council, to review the Warrant and

The Board felt that the suggested changes per Town Council be
Vote was requested to decide the acceptance or denial of the

secret Ballot

Amendment

put forth by the Board of Selectmen.

RESULT OF SECRET BALLOT VOTE: YES

-

48

NO

-

22

THE AMENDMENT AS OFFERED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN PASSED

NO -190

RESULTS: YES -259

4/8/97

THE ARTICLE PASSED

21. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of four hundred fifty dollars ($450) as its
share of the 1997-1998 programming for Project LIFT (Fuller Public Library, Hillsboro) which

provides literacy services and materials to Bennington residents over 16 years of age?
Note: This article was requested to be taken out of sequence due to the time constraints on the
two women, Martie Majons and Tammy McClure, from Hillsboro who came to speak on behalf

of the

issue.

This article seeks funding to provide literacy services and funding for Bennington
A suggestion came from the floor to perhaps include the

residents 16 years of age and older

Project

4/8/97

LIFT

in the regular

town budget and perhaps increase the amount.

RESULTS: YES - 358

NO

-

1

07

THE ARTICLE PASSED

89

4.

Town

Shall the

elect the

members of its Planning Board

in

accordance with the

provisions of RSA 673:2,II(b)(2)?

choose one selectman or administrative official of the town
the remaining planning board positions shall be

"The selectmen

shall

as an ex officio

member and

filled

on a staggered basis

RSA 669: 17 as the

at the

subsequent regular town elections pursuant

member expires, until each member
maximum number of elections to
occur annually shall be as provided in RSA 673:5, II. When each planning
board member is an elected member, such member shall be elected for the
to

of the board

an elected member. The

is

term provided

term of an appointed

in

RSA

673:5,

II."

Note: The elected members would be phased into the present Board over a period of time until
all

members, except the ex

accepted on
4/8/97

this

Warrant

officio

member,

are elected members.

No amendments

are able to be

article.

RESULTS: YES - 332

NO

-

123

THE ARTICLE PASSED

5.

Shall the

Town

elect the

members of its Zoning Board of Adjustment

under the provision of RSA 673:3,

II?

"Zoning Board of Adjustment members
provided under

of adjustment

RSA 673:5,

II.

in municipalities in office

decision to elect such board

who

are elected shall be elected for the term

The terms of appointed members of zoning boards

members

on the

shall not

However, when the term of each member

effective date of an affirmative

be affected by the decision.

expires, each

new member shall be

elected at the next regular municipal election for the term provided under

673:5,

RSA

II."

Note: The elected members would be phased into the present Board over a period of time

until

on this article. A
question from the floor regarding provisions in the event of a resignation was raised. John
Cronin responded by stating that the elected Planning Board or Zoning Board have the statutory
authority to appoint three alternate members for three year terms and in the case of resignation
all

the

members

are elected

members.

No amendments

members, they also have the authority

election.

4/8/97

to appoint a

(RSA 673:6)

RESULTS: YES - 333

NO

-

1

are able to be accepted

14

THE ARTICLE PASSED

90

new member

until the

next

Town

Shall the

6.

Town

reinstate the practice

of printing the complete invoice and

property tax listing, including gross tax and a complete listing of unredeemed taxes in the

annual report?
Note: Proponents at the Deliberative Session argued that the practice of printing this

information was valuable to the Town; that it was traditional; that no one has explained why it
was discontinued. Opponents argued that it was an additional, unneeded expense; that the
information was readily available at the Town Hall; that it was an unneeded invasion of privacy.

A concern
following
Shall the

from the floor regarding the expense of placing the unredeemed taxes caused the

amendment

Town

to

be brought

forth:

reinstate the practice

of printing the complete invoice and property tax

listing,

including gross tax and a complete listing of unredeemed taxes in the annual report and include
the cost to the taxpayers to resume this practice? This information

Town

Hall during business hours.

THIS

AMENDMENT WAS DEFEATED BY VOICE VOTE

4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 246

is

available to the

Townspeople

at the

NO -221

THE ARTICLE PASSED

7.

Shall the

Town

adopt the provisions of RSA 466:3

and regulating the control of dogs
Note:

Dog

No

in the

Town

1

;

and approve an Ordinance defining

of Bennington?

response at the Deliberative Session. This Article would officially endorse the State

Control statute by the Townspeople of Bennington.

4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 34 1

NO

-

1

20

THE ARTICLE PASSED

8.

Shall the Town, pursuant to RSA 154: l(III), choose a form of fire department organization
which the Chief and Officers are elected, while the firefighters would be elected by

in

Since the Town does not currently have a fire department organization that
complies with the provisions of RSA 154:l(a)-(e), it is understood that this organization will
take place immediately, without the one year delay provided for by RSA 54: 1(IV) and will
firefighters.

1

result in all firefighters in

good standing as of the date of this vote

to

be

enrolled as such and entitled to vote for the admission of future firefighters to their number.
The present fire chief and officers will similarly be immediately installed as the chief and
shall be subject to
1 year each, at the conclusion of which they
By-laws governing the conduct of the election of firefighters may be drafted by
the firefighters and once approved by them submitted to the Selectmen and the Fire Chief for
approval. When and if approved by the Selectmen and the Fire Chief the same shall
thereafter govern the conduct of the firefighter selection process. Said By-laws shall include

officers for a term of
reelection.

a provision that allows them to be

amended

in the

91

same manner

By-laws, rules and

regulations of the department that govern matters other than the election of firefighters shall

be drafted by the Fire Chief?
Note:

No discussion

at the Deliberative Session.

Recommended by Town Counsel

to bring

Bennington's Fire Department into conformance with recently enacted State Law. Requested by
the Bennington Fire Department Officers to enable

them

to

amend their

internal policies without

the necessity of Town Meeting action.

4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 363

NO

-

85

THE ARTICLE PASSED

9.

Shall the Town modify the Elderly Exemptions from property tax in the Town of Bennington
based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65
years of age up to 75 years, $20,000; for a person 75 years up to 80 years, $40,000; for

a person 80 years of age or older, $60,000.

New Hampshire resident for at

To

least 5 years,

qualify, the person

own the

must have been a

real estate individually or

must have been
must have a net income of not
more than $18,500 or, if married, a combined net income of less than $25,500; and
own net assets not in excess of $50,000 excluding the value of a person's residence?

jointly, or if the real estate is

married for

at least 5 years.

owned by such

person's spouse, they

In addition, the taxpayer

The State Legislature, in 1996, required that all communities prepare a new Elderly
Exemption policy. The one proposed here is designed to exclude none of Bennington's older
citizens who currently are receiving the Exemption. Allowable annual income figures have been
Note:

raised over the previous 1992 levels.

4/8/97

RESULTS: YES -391

NO

-

70

THE ARTICLE PASSED

Town create an expendable general trust fund, to be known as the
"Bridge Maintenance Fund", for the purpose of construction or reconstruction

10. Shall the

of town bridges and raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000)
for deposit in such account, and grant the Selectmen the right to withdraw such
sums as may be required for emergency repairs to bridges, after a Public Hearing but
without further action of Town Meeting?
Note: This Article will initiate savings toward eventual bridge replacement costs (similar to a
Capital Reserve Fund) while providing funds, if they are needed, to do required maintenance

work on Town Bridges.
4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 340

NO-

120

THE ARTICLE PASSED

92

11. Shall the

Town

Capital Reserve

authorize withdrawal from the

Fund such funds

of a Forest Fire vehicle,

final

Used

Fire

Truck

as are necessary for the purchase and equipping

purchase and equipment costs to be determined by

'the Selectmen?

Note: This Article

money

is

not an appropriation

the floor

wanted

indicated the

to

know what

sum was $16,500

authorizes withdrawal of existing Capital Reserve

the exact
that

sum of money

to

A question

from

be withdrawn would be. Mark Chase

would be withdrawn.

NO -137

RESULTS: YES -323

4/8/97

It

to equip a vehicle, probably a used pick-up truck, as a forest fire unit.

THE ARTICLE PASSED

12. Shall the

Town

and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand
Truck Capital Reserve Fund (2) authorize
fund such funds as are necessary, not to exceed one hundred forty-two

(1) raise

dollars ($15,000) to be placed in the Fire

withdrawal from that
thousand five hundred dollars ($142,500), for the purchase of a 1997
International Pumper and (3) authorize the Board of Selectmen to arrange for
short-term borrowing in respect to the purchase in order to meet payment

deadlines/maximize return from invested funds?

As most residents are aware, the Town's #2 fire truck had to be taken out of service
The Capital Reserve Fund providing for its replacement was planned for 1999.

Note:
June.

in

Fortunately, the Department finds that with approval of the "Annual" $15,000 capital reserve

fund appropriation, sufficient money will be available to

make

the purchase this summer.

The added Selectmen's authorization is to permit short-term borrowing that will avoid the Town
paying a more costly penalty from early withdrawal of invested Fire Truck Funds in the Capital
Reserve accounts.
4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 347

NO

-

106

THE ARTICLE PASSED

Town raise and appropriate the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000)
Rescue Vehicle Capital Reserve Fund?

13. Shall the
in the

The Town purchased

Note:

Fund

for

4/8/97

its

to be placed

a Rescue Vehicle in 1996. This Article seeks approval to restart the

replacement.

RESULTS: YES - 364

NO

-

94

THE ARTICLE PASSED

93

Town

14. Shall the

and appropriate the sum often thousand

raise

dollars ($10,000) to

be placed

in the Police Cruiser Capital

Reserve Fund?

Note: The Police Department currently

owns a 1992 Ford Explorer and a 1995 Crown Victoria.
This Article seeks funding for a replacement for the Explorer in 1998, under a three-year cruiser
rotation schedule.

4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 270

NO-

185

THE ARTICLE PASSED

Town

15. Shall the

raise

and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars

($10,000) to be placed in the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund?

The Highway Department presently owns a 1992 International Plower/Sander (one-ton)
and a 1996 International Plower/Sander (2 1/2 ton). This Article seeks a second-year
appropriation to the Capital Reserve Article for their eventual replacement.
Note:

4/8/97

RESULTS: YES - 304

NO-

150

THE ARTICLE PASSED

Town

Fund under the
of a Highway Equipment Loader/Grader
and raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) to be

16. Shall the

establish a Capital Reserve

provisions of RSA 35:

1

for the purpose

placed in this fund?
Note: The

funding for
4/8/97

Highway Department
its

currently

owns a 1989

Caterpillar Backhoe. This Article seeks

replacement, or for another item of Highway equipment

RESULTS: YES - 293

NO

-

if

needed.

161

THE ARTICLE PASSED

17. Shall the

Town

Roy Johnson

and appropriate the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2500)
Water Department Capital Reserve Fund for Equipment Replacement?

raise

to be placed in the

introduced a

amendment

to the voters

which would modify the

article as follows:

adding the words, "authorizing the Board of Selectmen to withdraw that amount for replacement
of a piece of Town owned equipment, a level transmitter, located at the Town's water tank."
Mr. Johnson went on to explain that since the preparation of the Warrant, a piece of equipment
has failed.
tank.

The

It is

the piece of equipment that controls the level of the water in the Town's water

cost to replace the equipment

is

$3,140.

THE AMENDMENT PASSED BY A SHOW OF HANDS
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In

Bennington

Memoriam

said farewell last spring to

its

...

oldest resident

and

holder of the Boston Post Cane when Francis H. LeBlanc, 63
Dodge Hill Road passed away at his home.
Francis was 94 years old and had lived in Bennington for twentyseven years. He was a communicant of St. Patrick's Church and a
volunteer with St. Joseph's Community Services in Antrim.
A one-time resident of Peterborough and an employee of New
Hampshire Ball Bearings, Co., he is survived by a daughter, Sally
Warren of Bennington, three grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

